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Water management community: 
• How skillful is it (especially 

relative to what is already in 
place)? 

• How new is the research, can I 
trust it won’t change?

• How does it compare to 
current metrics and integrate 
into current practices? 

Example highlights:  

Building relationships can be invaluable 
but building meaningful, reciprocal 
relationships takes time

Translating research into practice is 
important, however, translating decision 
maker needs into research questions is 
another very important aspect



Colorado River Research Landscape



User needs assessments

User 
needs 



Prioritize engagement with resource 
managers to help identify 
fundamental research needs that 
would improve operations

Support the time and effort 
required to build local partnerships

Support sustained connections and 
understanding across 
research-and-practice landscape





https://coloradoriverscience.org


