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Snow-Water
Data Perspectives

• Snow-water data perspectives may differ 
when moving down the basin system.

• Focus on Bureau of Reclamation’s 
operations.

• Also useful to consider secondary 
perspectives, consider Reclamation’s 
obligations to disseminate information along 
with water.

Headwaters
Forest health

Water Storage
Supply estimates

Flood Control
Melt timing

City water authority
& irrigation districts
Water deliveries & 
conservation

Water Storage
Compact obligations
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Headwaters
Forest Health

Agency-centered feedback 
in preparation for 
NISAR mission. 

Organizatio
ns

Technology

Water Managers
Bureau of 
Reclamation

TOP Model
Boy, G.A. (2023). An epistemological approach to human 
systems integration. Technology in Society, 74: 102298. DOI: 
10.1016/j.techsoc.2023.102298
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Downstream Users
          Flood, irrigation, 
                    drinking water

Human Centered Design (HCD)

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.techsoc.2023.102298
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Impact Statement 
The mission for this project is to utilize human-centered design (HCD), to 
build a lasting relationship with water supply managers, and to receive 
agency-centered feedback to assist in the technology transfer between 
satellite snow retrieval researchers and data user decision makers. 

The impact will be an improvement in the access and usability of runoff 
prediction and streamflow generation data, which will allow the agency to 
better manage and deliver water to Rio Grande Basin users.
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Focus Group 1
• April Focus Group 1 Meeting.

• Two-hour session with introductions and two activity-based interactions.

• Follow-up meeting with regional office.

• Need for both quantitative and qualitative satellite products.

• New satellite snow datasets will be used to improve River Forecast Center (RFC) models.

• SNOTEL stations are still important! 

• Hey this is cool! How can I use it? (e.g., satellite moisture index product)

Preliminary Results
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Spring/Summer 2025

✔ Focus Group 1

✔ Hire graduate student assistant

• Code responses & analysis

Fall 2025

• Focus Group 2

• FG2 coding & analysis

Spring 2026

• Focus Group 3

• FG3 coding, analysis & final reporting

Project Timeline
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