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Turned the page 
into WY2026 with 
statewide drought 
conditions 

October 7th, 2025 
Drought Classification



Water 
Year 
2025

May 2020-Dec 2021:

Worst statewide 
drought on record

Mar 2023:

Deepest statewide 
snowpack on record

Drought Trends 
Over Recent Timescales



Slow Start 
to Current 
Snowpack

2023’s Record Peak

Last Year’s Near Normal 
Snowpack

NRCS SNOTEL 
Observations



July-August 2025 
Precipitation

Salt Lake City’s streak of 48
days without precipitation



Early October 
Precipitation Records



NRCS SNOTEL and SCAN: 
8” Soil Moisture % of Median

Oct 1st, 2025 vs. Nov 18th, 2025



NASA 
SPoRT LIS





Utah Division of  
Water Resources

Median 
Reservoir 
Capacity

Last Year

This Year





The Decreasingly-
Great Salt Lake:

Roughly half  of  the 
historical extent has 
been lost in recent 
decades



The Decreasingly-
Great Salt Lake:

Roughly half  of  the 
historical extent has 
been lost in recent 
decades





Historical Dec-Feb 
Precipitation Range for weak 
La Nina Years 



North American 
Multi-Model 

Ensemble (NMME)





Ø Water Year 2026 began with long-term drought impacts in place from recent 
major drought periods and a sequence of  underperforming seasonal 
precipitation

Ø Well-timed October and November rains have erased soil moisture deficits 
headed into the snow accumulation season

Ø Winter snowpack optimism is found in Utah’s northern mountains, but wanes 
through central and southern Utah

Ø Spring runoff  efficiency should be high; helpful for reservoir recharge

Ø Long-term drought relief  will only come from multiple above-average years
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