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WATER YEAR 2026 October 7i;2025

Drought Classification

Turned the page

il’ltO WY2026 Wlth Intensity:
[ ] None

[:] DO Abnormally Dry

o o |:| D1 Moderate Drought
CcO Hdlth ns ; [ b2 severe Drougnt

- D3 Extreme Drought
- D4 Exceptional Drought

statewide drought

The Drought Monitor focuses on broad-scale
conditions. Local conditions may vary. For more
information on the Drought Monitor, go to
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/About.aspx
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REEMERGING DROUGHT

Utah Percent Area in U.S. Drought Monitor Categories
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From the U.S. Drought Monitcg@#¥site, https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/DmData/TimeSeries.aspx, 11-19-24
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WY2025: SNOWPACK SUMMARY NRCS SNOTEL

Observations
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2025 MNONSOON July-August 2025

Precipitation

Salt Lake City’s streak of 48
days without precipitation

Run Length Missing Days Ending Date
63 0 1952-11-12
61 1963-08-24
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44 1939-12-10
42 2003-10-29
42 1978-10-31
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WY2026: AUTUMN REVERSAL Barly October

Precipitation Records

Western United States - Precipitation

October 2025, Percent of 1991-2020 Average >WETTEST OCTOBER ON RECORD
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SOIL MOISTURE & NRCS SNOTEL and SCAN:
SPRING RUNOFF EFFICIENCY ‘

8" Soil Moisture % of Median
Oct 1¢, 2025 vs. Nov 18
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YEAR-OVER-YEAR SOIL MOISTURE CHANGES NASA

SPoRT LIS

1—Year Difference in Column Relative Soil Moisture (%) valid 12z 20 Nov 2025
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Short-Term Multi-Indicator Drought Index (MIDI)
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Dry Conditions

D4 D3

Wet Conditions
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Source(s): UC Merced, via Climate Engine
Data Valid: 11/11/25

Drought.gov

MULTI-INDICATOR DROUGHT BLENDS

Long-Term Multi-Indicator Drought Index (MIDI)
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Source(s): UC Merced, via Climate Engine
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RESERVOIRS AND THE GSL Utah Diyision of

Water Resources

Beartake RESErvoir Fill % All Reservoirs (Nov-19-2025)
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LONG TERM HYDROCLIMATE TRENDS

Lake Powell Water Levels

All Time, feet above sea level

Reset zoom
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LONG TERM HYDROCLIMATE TRENDS

The Decreasingly-
Great Salt Lake:

Roughly half of the
historical extent has
been lost in recent

decades




LONG TERM HYDROCLIMATE TRENDS

The Decreasingly- i

Great Salt Lake:

Roughly half of the
historical extent has
been lost in recent

decades
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CPC WINTER OUTLOOK

Valid: Dec-Jan-Feb 2025-26 A4 - Valid: Dec-Jan-Feb 2025-26

Issued: November 20, 2025 B Issued: November 20, 2025

Seasonal Temperature Outlook © Seasonal Precipitation Outlook




ENSO'S LACK OF PREDICTABILITY IN UTAH

Utah NORTHERN MOUNTAINS

Historical Dec-Feb
Precipitation Range for weak

LLa Nina Years
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North American

UTAH'S SEASONAL PREDICTION CHALLENGE MulticModel

Ensemble (NMME)
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WINTER DROUGHT TENDENCY OUTLOOK

U' S' Season al D r Oug h t OUtl OOK Valid for November 20, 2025 - February 28, 2026
Drought Tendency During the Valid Period Released November 20, 2025

Depicts large-scale trends based

on subjectively derived probabilities
guided by short- and long-range
statistical and dynamical forecasts.
Use caution for applications that

can be affected by short lived events.
"Ongoing" drought areas are

based on the U.S. Drought Monitor
areas (intensities of D1 to D4).

NOTE: The tan areas imply at least
a 1-category improvement in the
Drought Monitor intensity levels by
the end of the period, although
drought will remain. The green
areas imply drought removal by the

Author: end of the period (DO or none).

Richard Tinker Bl . . Drought persists

NOAA/NWS/NCEP Climate Prediction Center Drought remains,

but improves
. Drought removal likely

Drought development likely
I:I No drought
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https://go.usa.gov/3eZ73




SUMMARY

>

Water Year 2026 began with long-term drought impacts in place from recent
major drought periods and a sequence of underperforming seasonal
precipitation

Well-timed October and November rains have erased soil moisture deficits
headed into the snow accumulation season

Winter snowpack optimism is found in Utah’s northern mountains, but wanes
through central and southern Utah

Spring runoff efficiency should be high; helpful for reservoir recharge

Long-term drought relief will only come from multiple above-average years
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